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Language shift in South Africa 



Languages of South Africa 



Khoisan languages 

�  Indigenous languages 

� San (Bushmen) 

� Khoi/Khoe (Hottentots) 



Indian languages 

�  Indentured labourers 
� Tamil 
� Hindi 
� Gujerathi 
� Urdu 

� South African Indian English (SAIE) 
 



Heritage languages of European origin 

� French 
� Huguenots 

� German 
�  Italian 
� Portuguese 



Afrikaans 
� Dutch settlers (1652) 

� Dutch (Nederlands) 
� German 
� French 
� Khoi 
� English 
� Bantu languages 

� Domination by English 



African languages 
�  Zulu 
�  Xhosa 
�  Siswati 
�  Ndebele 
�  Southern Sotho 
�  Tswana 
�  Northen Sotho/ Sepedi 
�  Tsonga 
�  Venda 



Reversal of shift 
� Joshua Fishman 
� Afrikaans 
� African languages 
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